Secretary’s Report

The Library Board of Groff Memorial Public Library met for their regularly scheduled meeting
on Tuesday, November 18", 2025. President Brock called the meeting to order at 6 p.m., and those
present at roll call were Brock, Blood, Mosberger, Clark, Browning, DeStefano, Morris and Pierson.
Bova was absent. There were no public observers. With prior reading of the minutes of the September
9" meeting, Morris motioned, Clark seconded and motion carried unanimously to accept the minutes
as presented. Clark then gave the treasurer’s report, noting the deposit of the first tax receipts. Morris
motioned, DeStefano seconded, and motion carried unanimously to accept the treasurer’s report as
presented.

Next, Rister gave the director’s report, noting donations, the Friends of the Library’s wine
basket raffle preparations, upcoming programs, progress on painting the annex’s interior and Orkin
treating the annex on a monthly basis.

In old business, Rister relayed that Skip Carr recommended a new hot water tank at the annex.
He believes this may be the original the VFW installed. Clark motioned, Blood seconded and motion
carried unanimously to purchase a tank at Carr’s recommendation. Moving the furniture for floor
cleaning/waxing was discussed. The name of the building was discussed. Blood motioned, Morris
seconded and motion carried unanimously to name the building Groff Library Museum & Annex.

First in new business was staff bonuses. After discussion, Morris motioned, DeStefano
seconded and motion carried unanimously for Rister to purchase Sierrah and Alexa gift cards of $300
each, Andy a gift card of $150, and Richard and Lois Hall a gift certificate of $75 from Chappy’s as a
thank you for all of their work on the annex. Second in new business was part-time staff wages, with
Rister noting that no raises were ever given other than minimum wage increases. She presented a
sample letter to the city council, and after discussion Clark motioned, Morris seconded and motion
carried unanimously to present the letter to the city council with the inclusion of a $2 an hour raise and
50 cents yearly thereafter. There were no closed meeting minutes to review. Deaccessioning hard
copies of the Navigator Archives hard copies that the library already holds in microfilm was discussed.
Rister noted this was a large number of items that were stored in Jay Walden’s office and that Sharon
Walden had made requests to both herself and Brock to remove the items. After discussion, Blood
motioned, Clark seconded and motion carried unanimously for the items not held on microfilm to be
deaccessioned and recycled. Next was the issue of clocking in/out, as city administrator Bob Hatcher
had relayed, by driving through city hall’s back alley. Rister relayed her concerns over the female staff
having to exit their vehicles after dark when the area is not well-lit and there are places individuals
could hide. She presented a sample letter to the council that she and Brock drafted. After discussion
over staff safety being the first concern, Blood motioned, Pierson seconded and motion carried
unanimously to sign and present the letter to the council. Finally, was the review of Illinois Public
Library Standards review and 2026 goals. After review, Rister noted that the focus of 2026’s goals
were more programming at the library (especially a care giver support group that had been requested),
community engagement and networking, advocating for the library by staff and board members.

With no other business or announcements, Morris motioned, DeStefano seconded, motion to
adjourn at 7:05 was unanimous. The next meeting of the library board will be Tuesday, January 13%,
2026 at 6 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dale Mosberger



